URBAN CENTER
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Generous sidewalks
Well managed loading zones
Enhanced streetscape
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PREVALENCE OF URBAN CENTER
STREET TYPE:

Relatively slow traffic speeds

Grand Rapids’ downtown core is a vibrant,
mixed-use area with a well-connected street
network. Travel demands are intense in the
downtown core, with travelers using a variety
of different modes. Pedestrian volumes are
high, as people travel through downtown
streets, window shop, and simply linger
as they enjoy the wonderful spaces and
offerings.
Urban Center streets represent a wide
spectrum—from the highly pedestrianized
Monroe Center to the transit-intensive
Fulton to the high vehicular demands on
Ottawa and Monroe. Downtown streets
are Grand Rapids’ principal employment
and entertainment streets. The streets also
support a number of residents, institutions,
students, and workers.
Urban Center streets often face the greatest
challenges in balancing traveler and land use
demands. The streets are active places with
outdoor retail, shopping, festivals, public art,
parks, and plazas.
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Urban Center streets have specific design
requirements to provide a high quality
public realm that contributes to the city’s
identity and sense of place. Street trees,
elaborate landscaping, and hardscaping
are all important components of street
design. All must be well maintained with
clear responsibilities for maintenance and
programming.
Streets may be designated as Urban Center
streets in areas that are not currently
considered downtown. These designations
are aspirational and will encompass many
transitioning areas adjacent to the traditional
downtown core.

VITAL STREETS PLAN
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ForM and Function

Urban Center streets are important links
in the local and regional transportation
network. Most have high travel demands
by all modes. Even though private vehicle
travel is significant, people traveling by
transit, bicycle, and on foot well outnumber
those traveling in personal vehicles. Parking
is important, though is not always provided
on street. The supply of off-street parking
available to Urban Center streets generally
dwarfs the on-street supply.
Traffic speeds should be kept generally slow.
This not only makes a more comfortable,
inviting street environment, but also
commonly increases the vehicle throughput
and allows for smooth and reliable traffic
flow.

EXAMPLE STREETS:
»» Wealthy Street from Lafayette to Straight
Avenue.

»» Seward Street from Leonard to Fulton.
»» Monroe Avenue from Knapp to Wealthy.
»» La Grave Avenue from Fulton to Logan.

ANTICIPATED AND DESIRED USES:
»» Pedestrian activity, both traveling along

streets and lingering in the public space
dining, window shopping, visiting or
gathering.

»» Significant employment, commercial

activity, entertainment, institutions, and
residences.

»» Create a distinctive and appealing sense
of place for Grand Rapids.

»» Promote access to destinations via a
variety of modes.

»» Provide smooth and efficient movement
with minimum circling and congestion.

TYPICAL DESIGN FEATURES AND TREATMENTS
»» Travel lanes scaled appropriate to
common users of the street.

»» High visibility lane markings and major
pedestrian crossings.

»» Generously scaled sidewalks on both

sides of the street. Sidewalks of adequate
scale to support both stopped and
through pedestrian movements.

»» Abundant vehicle and bicycle parking
both on and off street. Well managed
loading zones.

»» Frequent transit service should be

anticipated. Transit stops suitable for
higher rider volumes.

»» Strictly limited curb cuts and access
points. Shared alleys are to be
encouraged and supported.

»» Large canopy trees and robust

landscaping add to streetscape quality.
Enhanced streetscape materials
and fixtures may be used, however
maintenance responsibilities should be
clear and enhancements well maintained.

»» Intensive multimodal travel—particularly

TYPICAL/TARGET METRICS

»» Major public events and festivals and

»» Vehicle volumes greater than 5,000

PRIORITY USERS:

»» Significant pedestrian volumes.
»» Vehicle speeds <25 MPH.
»» Face-to-face of curb 36’ to 58’.

during peak travel periods.
signature public spaces.

»» Pedestrians.
»» Workers, patrons, students, and visitors
arriving via a variety of modes.

»» Active uses of the public space such as

outdoor dining, retailing, and community
gatherings.
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES:

City of Grand Rapids

vehicles per day.

