BERKELEY, CA
TRAVEL ZONE

BICYCLE BOULEVARD
Bicycle boulevards, also
known as neighborhood
greenways, neighborways, and
neighborhood slow streets,
utilize lower volume local and
collector streets to create a
network of lower speed and
lower traffic volume streets for
people walking and bicycling
while still maintaining local
vehicular access.
Bicycle boulevards are the backbone of the
community bicycle network and typically
feature shared lane markings and bike route
signage. These streets can also feature traffic
calming design elements such as bulb-outs,
chicanes, roundabouts, and diverters to
manage vehicle volumes, slow traffic, and
limit cut-through vehicles.

USE

•• Bicycle boulevards are typically only

used on lower order streets such
as neighborhood residential or link
residential, although they may be applied
on other street types as well where
vehicle volumes are moderate to low and
can be effectively managed.

•• Bicycle boulevards typically have traffic
volumes of 1,500 vehicles per day or
lower, preferably. Travel speeds should
not be higher than 25 mph.

•• Bicycle boulevards are best accomplished
in neighborhoods with a grid street
network (where vehicle through-traffic
can be directed to parallel routes), but
can also be accomplished by combining
a series of road segments or road and
trail segments to form one continuous
route.

•• Bicycle boulevards should be long

enough to provide an attractive stretch
of travel. They should connect to other
bicycle boulevards (community bicycle
facilities) and/or commuter bicycle
facilities to form a complete network.

DESIGN

•• Bicycle boulevards typically employ

a range of speed and traffic calming
treatments such as neckdowns, chicanes,
bulb-outs, diverters, and other such
devices.

•• Wayfinding is particularly important for

bicycle boulevards. Bicycle boulevard
corridors may follow slightly circuitous
routes, so clear signage is required and
directional pavement markings oriented
toward the bicyclist are encouraged.
Bicycle boulevards are sometimes
referred to as neighborhood greenways
as they may provide additional
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opportunities for green infrastructure
facilities in the street and public right of
way.
Bicycle boulevards provide a good
opportunity to provide street trees,
rain gardens, and other plantings, as
these elements can be integrated with
traffic speed and volume management
treatments.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

•• Street crossings are a major

consideration for the location and
design of bicycle boulevards. Street
crossings must be carefully designed
to provide logical, safe, and intuitive
crossings for even the most vulnerable
users. Additional treatments beyond
marked crosswalks are often necessary,
such as signage, median refuge islands,
bulb-outs, rapid flashing beacons, and/or
bicycle signal heads.

•• Traffic signals may be considered where
low volume streets suitable for bicycle
boulevards cross high volume streets
that may not be comfortable for less
experienced, community bicyclists.

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

•• Traffic conditions, including motor

vehicle speeds and volumes and bicyclist
delay, should be monitored before
implementation and on a regular basis
after implementation. If conditions
exceed the target thresholds, additional
speed and/or volume management
treatments should be implemented.

•• Additional enforcement may be needed,
especially for newly established bicycle
boulevards.

•• Most local streets that would serve as

bicycle boulevards do not receive priority
street maintenance services, especially
snow and ice removal. Local streets
that are improved to serve as bicycle
boulevards should receive higher priority
street maintenance services so they are
usable year round.
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